
Conclusion

Susie and I have just returned from the beach. It was one of those glorious afternoons on the
Oregon Coast - clear skies, light breezes, and waves crashing hard on the rocks. Just off shore,
the first whales of the season were passing on their annual spring migration from California to
Alaska.

Turbulance from the cliffs kept most kites on the ground, but my fighter flew like it was born in
the sky. Sharp turns, fast ground passes, long straight dives to within inches of the ground. I
was in heaven - or at least connected to it by my line.

Finally, a helpful spectator, one of those people whose kite couldn't seem to fly in the bumpy
winds, came over to give me some advice. "Maybe if you put a tail on it," he said, "it would fly
better".

I just smiled...

Back at the beginning of this book, I said that fighters can do things no other kite can. Perhaps
I should have added that they can make you feel the way no other kite can. I hope that I have
been able to communicate the sense of joy and wonder that these kites offer. Sometimes, it's
hard to explain to people until until they see a grown man or woman out there on the flying field
with that uniquely silly grin on their face.

If through this manual, you've learned to fly safer, or better, or skipped over a few of the
problems that you might have otherwise encountered, then I've accomplished my goal.

All I ask in return is that you pass your experience along to the next flier you meet.

The sensation of flying kites is not the only reward that this pastime has brought Susie and I.
We've also been privileged to meet new and warm friends all around the globe. Occasionally,
we are flattered when the winner of an event turns to us and says, "I learned to fly by reading
your book." Other times, the introduction is a bit more of a reality check - like when people come
up to us and say, "You must be the Gombergs. We recognized the dog from the cover!"

Either way, please make a point of saying hello if our lines ever cross.
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